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Key areas of practice 

 Insurance-based litigation and a diverse commercial and civil dispute 
resolution practice, across all of the New Zealand Courts. 

 Acting for New Zealand insurers on professional indemnity insurance, 
directors’ and officers’ liability, public liability, statutory liability and general 
insurance.  Act for and against insurers on disputes concerning life, disability 
and health insurance. 

 Defence of professional service providers, including engineers, solicitors, 
architects, accountants, financial advisors, project managers, farm 
management consultants and brokers. 

 Counsel before numerous professional disciplinary bodies including NZICA, 
IPENZ, NZLS and FMA, and other statutory tribunals. 

 Disputes in insurance, indemnity, contract, tort, trusts and estates, health and 
safety, construction and insolvency law.   

 Counsel assisting the Coroner and counsel before recent Royal Commissions 
of Inquiry.   

 Business interruption and material damage claims arising out of the 
Canterbury earthquakes. 

 Complex and serious fraud cases. 

 Arbitration and mediation. 

Richard’s practice involves regularly working with a wide range of experts across several 
disciplines.  Richard is engaged in insurance-based litigation and has a diverse commercial and 
civil dispute resolution practice.  His work includes handling disputes in contract, tort, trusts and 
estates, construction and insolvency law. 

Richard acts for several of New Zealand’s major insurers and brokers, primarily in the defence of 
professional service providers, including engineers, architects, accountants, solicitors, financial 
advisors, project managers, farm management consultants and brokers. He also conducts cases 
concerning directors’ and officers’ liability, public liability, statutory liability and general insurance. 
He acts against insurers for private clients in the same areas and has resolved many disputes 
concerning life and health insurance issues, and more recently, business interruption and material 
damage claims arising out of the Canterbury earthquakes.  

Over the past 29 years and in the conduct of many cases, Richard has appeared in all of New 
Zealand’s Courts.  He has acted for clients in numerous professional disciplinary forums, statutory 
tribunals, inquiries, arbitrations and mediations. 

Background 

After graduating with a BCom LLB from Otago University in 1988, Richard worked in commercial 
litigation in Wellington and London commercial firms.  He was Senior Crown Counsel with the 
Crown Solicitor’s Office in Christchurch from 1993 to 1997, dealing with a wide range of criminal 
and appellate matters and conducting over 70 jury trials.   
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Richard was a partner in Duncan Cotterill’s litigation team for 13 years from 1998, and served as 
Chairman of the firm from 2008 to 2010.   

Richard joined the independent bar in 2011.  He was appointed Queen’s Counsel in June 2016. 

Recent Experience:  

 Counsel for various parties in the litigation involving the collapse of South Canterbury 
Finance Limited (including the SFO prosecution), Capital & Merchant Finance Limited, 
Strategic Finance Limited and Property Ventures Limited (Walker v Forbes [2017] NZHC 
1212) (audit negligence and directors’ duties). 

 Counsel in respect of obtaining search & seizure and freezing orders (ex parte) in the High 
Court (Worldclaim New Zealand Limited v Sayers [2017] NZHC 1053). 

 High Court litigation in nuisance, negligence, estoppel, contract, limitation, estates (undue 
influence), competition law and Companies Act issues (oppressed minority shareholder), 
including: 

- Commerce Commission v PGG Wrightson Limited & Ors [2016] NZHC 2921. 

- Re Sheward (dec’d), Drummond v Davidson [2016] NZHC 1888. 

- Stevenson Brown Limited v Montecillo Trust [2016] NZHC 684 & [2017] NZCA 
57. 

- Blakesfield Limited v Foote [2015] NZAR 1140. 

- Haricot Investments Limited v Maerewhenua District Water Resource 
Company Limited [2014] NZHC 2781. 

- New Zealand Home Bonds Limited v Gill [2014] NZHC 312, and on the 
applications for leave to appeal, New Zealand Home Bonds Limited v Gill 
[2014] NZHC 1278, and Gill v New Zealand Home Bonds [2014] NZCA 506. 

- Braeburn Dairies Limited v Laser Electrical HC Dunedin CIV-2009-412-
000668, 16 December 2011. 

 Counsel assisting the High Court in a leading Bill of Rights Act 1990 and medical ethics 
case (The Chief Executive of the Department of Corrections and Canterbury District 
Health Board v All Means All [2014] 3 NZLR 404). 

 Counsel for the families before the Royal Commission of Inquiry on the Pike River Mining 
Disaster.   

 Counsel for the Coroner on the 2012 Coronial Inquiry arising out of the CTV building 
collapse in the 2011 Christchurch earthquake, and related earthquake inquiries. 

 Counsel for various parties (engineers) before the Canterbury Earthquakes Royal 
Commission.   

 Arbitrations, including construction law issues, engineering projects and ground rental and 
valuation disputes.  A protracted arbitration matter was successfully defended on appeal 
in the High Court, the Court of Appeal and the Supreme Court (General Distributors 
Limited v Casata Limited [2006] 2 NZLR 721). 

 Numerous mediations across a wide spectrum of commercial and private matters, 
including complex family and trust disputes in the rural sector. 

 Professional disciplinary proceedings for accountants, solicitors, engineers and financial 
advisers. 

 Disciplinary issues under the Education Act 1989. 

 Acting for defendants on WorkSafe prosecutions under the Health and Safety in 
Employment Act 1992 involving deaths or serious injury, including recently: 

- Ministry of Business, Innovation & Employment v Harbour Construction 
Limited CRI 2013-090-005416. 

- Worksafe New Zealand v Benchmark Homes Canterbury Limited and 
Bowness Built [2016] NZDC 7093. 

- Maritime New Zealand v Ricky John Hartnett [2016] NZDC 24815. 
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 Numerous Coronial inquiries. 

 Judicial review and emergency injunctive relief in the High Court. 

 Declaratory Judgment and Trustee Act litigation. 

 Copyright infringement and intellectual property disputes.  

 Public Works Act 1981 and Land Valuation Tribunal proceedings.   


